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Every year they burn between 300 and 400 
million ha, according to the FAO (Report about 
the status of forest in the world 2003 FAO).

Forest fires are a worldwide problem.

IMPLEMENTATION OF COSTLY EXTINCTION 
SYSTEMS IN DEVELOPED COUNTRIES.

…HOWEVER, THERE IS NOT A STRATEGY TO 
MODIFY THE CAUSES.

The answer to this problem has been:

Acciones 
agroganaderas; 71%

Accidentes; 16%

Caza; 3% Rayo; 8%
Pirómanos; 2%

Acciones agroganaderas Accidentes Pirómanos Rayo Caza

Wild fires causes in Castilla y León

Farmers Accidents Lighting Mad people Hunting

75 % 13,2% 6,7% 3,4 % 1,7 %

¡¡ The causes are well known, but 
a mystery for the whole society!!

Problem factors. The inherit tradition.

THE LANDSCAPE KEPT OPEN BY  
FIRE AND GRAZZING FOR AGES



THE CURRENT VEGETATION IS IN A VERY 
UNFAVORABLE DEVELOPMENT PHASE FOR 

TRADITIONAL USES LIKE LIVESTOCK

Problem factors. The vegetation structure.

NOWADAYS THE GRASSLANDS HAS BEEN 
TRANSFORMED INTO BUSHES

THERE ARE HARDLY NATURAL USEFUL PASTURES

Problem factors. The vegetation structure.

… AND RURAL PEOPLE ARE STILL USING FIRE 
AS A PRIMARY FORM OF CLEARANCE.

Problem factors. The inherit tradition.

A VERY COMBUSTIBLE LANDSCAPE, 
ACCORDING WITH VEGETATION STRUCTURE 

- Large areas without discontinuities or 
horizontal or vertical.

- With high fuel loads. 

- And high proportion of fine fraction both 
living and dead. 

HUGE CATASTROPHIC FIRE RISK

Problem factors. The vegetation structure.

THE CURRENT STATE OF EVOLUTION OF THE 
MEDITERRANEAN VEGETATION 

CENTRAL POINT

- OF THE FIRE NUMBER. 

- OF THE FIRE SEVERITY.

Problem factors. The vegetation structure. The model forest as a hopeful base

WE HAVE GOT THE EXPERIENCE THAT 
A TREE-BASED ECONOMY IS THE PERMANENT 
SOLUTION

THIS IS THE CASE OF URBION FOREST 
MODEL COUNTY



IN THE EARLY TWENTY CENTURY LARGE 
FIRES WERE COMMON IN “URBION” AREA. 

IN THE SIXTIES THE FORESTRY ECONOMY 
BECAME IMPORTANT AND THE FIRES 
DISAPPEAR AT LAST.

The model forest as a hopeful base Problem factors. The vegetation structure.

UNFORTUNATELY IS VERY DIFICULT TO 
BUILD A ECONOMY FROM MOST OF 
MEDITERRANEAN FOREST IN THE SORT 
TERM.

SPECIES, SIZE, DENSITIES… ARE NOT 
IN THE MARKET AT THE MOMENT.

FIRST OF ALL WE DESPERATELY 
NEED MODIFY THE CURRENT 

VEGETACION STRUCTURE

What can we do? Needed actions. What can we do? Needed actions.

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT

WILL IMPROVE FOREST RESILIENCE AND

WILL OPEN THE CHANCE TO THE 
ECONOMICAL VALUE AND SO TO THE 
DISSAPEARING OF FIRE

What can we do?  42 PLAN 

… BUT UNTIL WE REACH A ECONONMICALY 
PROFITABLE FOREST WE SHOULD TRY TO 
CHANGE THE FIRE USE TRADICION TOO.

42 PLAN: a plan to reduce the 
fires number.

154 municipalities (7% of 
the total) that suffer 50% of 
the fires of Castilla y Leon.

IT IS LOCATED IN THE 
COUNTIES WITH MORE FIRES

What can we do?  42 PLAN 



Work with fire users.

In order to use other alternatives

To promote forestry development 

What can we do?  42 PLAN 

THE PLAN 42 STAR ACTION 
IS A PROGRAM ABOUT 
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT 
WITHOUT FIRE

5 YEARS SILVOPASTORAL 

MANAGEMENT PROYECT

What can we do?  42 PLAN 

THE MAIN TOOL IS THE 

MECHANICAL BUSH CLEARING 

What can we do?  42 PLAN What can we do?  42 PLAN. Silvopastoral plans

What can we do?  42 PLAN. Silvopastoral plans What can we do?  42 PLAN. Silvopastoral plans



EACH STOCK BREEDER´S ANNUAL BUDGET 
REACH BETWEEN 7.500 AND 8.000 EUROS.

36 Ha CLEARED EN AVERAGE PER BREEDER.

What can we do?  42 PLAN. Silvopastoral plans What can we do?  42 PLAN. Silvopastoral plans

FIRST STAGE: 2003-2008 Agricultural 
Environment Measures of CAP

- 470 Silvopastoral plans implemented

- 17.000 ha host surface (cleared).

- 70.000 ha total farm land area.

- 3,6 M € annual budget

What can we do?  42 PLAN. Silvopastoral plans What can we do?  42 PLAN. Silvopastoral plans.

FIRST STAGE: 2003-2008

Silvopastoral plan consequences

Estadística de incendios en las Zonas del Plan 42 
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COUNTY FIRE NUMBERS CLOSELY 
DEPPENDING ON NUMBER OF PLANS SECOND STAGE: Part of the "Aid for the 

forest environment" Rural Development 
Program 2007-2013 started in 2008.

- Annual Budget  4,4 M €

- 550 new stock breeders with Silvopastoral
plans.

- 22.000 ha host surface (cleared). 

- 82.000 ha total farm land area.

What can we do?  42 PLAN. Silvopastoral plans.



DRAWING THE LANDSCAPE 
WITHOUT FIRE

Silvopastoral plan consequences

1000 stock breeders supported by 
the regional forest administration and the 
European commission…

Silvopastoral plan consequences

SHAPING THE NEW LANDSCAPE


